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in Germany and a sensation throughout the world. Prince
Bulow promptly offered his resignation, which was not
however, accepted. The matter was debated by the Federal
Council and in the Reichstag, which passed a vote of censure
upon the Chancellor by a substantial majority. But as in Ger-
many in practice Imperial Chancellors were responsible only
to the Emperor and not to Parliament, and since the Emperor
declined to accept his resignation, Prince Bulow remained.1

6. PRINCE BULOWS "BLOCK" POLICY
GERMAN Colonial enterprise had not been without its set-
backs and difficulties. As Colonists the Germans, who lacked
the experience of their western neighbours, had made mistakes
which had cost them dearly both in men and money. Fre-
quent insurrections had necessitated expeditions and campaigns
in the Cameroons, in German East Africa, and particularly
in German South-West Africa where the Hereros had risen
and attempted to expel the German traders in 1903. The
Catholic Centre Party,2 who 'took a great interest in Colonial
afFairs, especially from a humanitarian point of view, did
their best to discover what was wrong, disclosed various
abuses, and exerted their influence to remedy these, but to
an extent which amounted to an unwelcome interference in
Colonial matters.

In December 1906 the Centre Party refused to vote the
sum of a million and a half pounds required for military
operations against the Hereros, but they agreed to vote one
million, and solely upon the condition that the number of
troops in the Colony was immediately reduced, which
would have amounted to an infringement of the Emperor's
prerogative as Head of the Army. A division took place
in which the Social Democrats joined hands with the Centre
Party and defeated the Government by 177 votes to 168.

Prince Bulow, who was under no obligation to do so__a

point which should be borne in mind by readers of these

Letters who wish to understand the structure of the German

1 See Editor's Introduction,                            a Ibid.
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